MSTA/ASCD Feb 14 Meeting

Dawn Hickman, 2nd grade teacher in Lincoln County. 

Jenny Connor in Troy school district, teaches 7th-8th grade.

How to help students become successful taking MAP testing

Why is it important? More than just a test…funding is based on how kids do. You have to meet certain criteria that have to be met in order to keep accreditation. 70-80% must be ‘proficient’ on the MAP test to retain accreditation.

Don’t ask why, you just HAVE to do it. There is a task force that is looking into correlating test scores of your students with how much the teacher makes.

New teachers get a LOT of information/manuals that they have to go through to help a teacher survive each year.

What ever is on the GLEs are ‘open season’ for MAP testing questions.

You can’t just look at your grade level, you have to look at the grade below and above to ensure that what the students did the year before was thorough enough to help you and that what you are teaching your class will help the grade above. Even though you might not get a job in a MAP tested grade level,  it is still important that you hit those things because it will impact the grades that DO MAP testing.

Become as familiar with your UPDATED curriculum as possible before the school year starts, then review the manuals. Make sure you ask for the most UPDATED VERSION OF the curriculum and that you understand exactly what is expected within that curriculum. Get yourself into a system that you use every day to focus on MAP skills. Start molding your students thought processes (analyzing, etc) the whole year long so that when it comes time to take the MAP they won’t be freaking out. MAP test stuff needs to be addressed ALL YEAR LONG.

Use MAP test language during instructional time.  This will prepare the students on language of the test.  Do not use cute “fluffy” words.  Analyze, utilize, climax, and compare and contrast are all good examples.  They had an exercise for the students in attendance at the meeting to challenge how to instruct young students on what these words mean.

VENN DIAGRAMS are more than just the two overlapping circles. They are more involved. They should be introduced in FIRST GRADE. Graphic organizers are great ways to help children visualize, order and structure information. Ask cooperating teachers if you can copy books with graphic organizers. 

Venn diagrams can be used cross-curricular. 

UNRRAAVELL TECHNIQUE

Underline title

Number the paragraphs

Run through the numbers

Read the captions and look at the pictures

Are you reading the questions?

Are the important words circled?

Venture through

Eliminate the obviously wrong answers

Let the questions be answered and write the # of the paragraph where it was found

Teachers need to model this behavior as early as 1st grade. By 2nd grade have the students PROVE their answers from using examples in the text.

For True or False engage higher level thinking by having them find proof that the answer is false and have them tell what the true answer is and provide page/paragraph #. If the answer is true, have them provide the proof from the text that supports it is true.

Make it fun for the students by using your smartboard and/or highlighters or crayons or allow them to use dry erase markers by slipping the paper into clear page protectors. Allow them to work in groups and give incentives to students (class “money”, etc)

Ethical part of the test: When administering the test, you must read everything from the booklet without giving definitions or elaborating. You cannot give additional directions. This is the only ‘cramming’ you should do for the test. You have to have the students get used to you turning ‘off’ teacher mode. You have to be a silent presence in the room. Cannot touch students, cannot give encouragement, cannot have posters that would help them on the walls. No learning tools visible from testing rooms. Kids cannot get out of their seats or talk during the test.

