ASCD/MSTA MEETING 12/13/10

Guest Speaker: Dr. Mark Englehardt

Topic: Beirut, Lebanon and Amman Jordan school systems

A lot of segregation. Shi’ites help Shi’ites, Sunnis help Sunnis, Christians help Christians of their own denomination

How do they tell the difference between Shi’its, Sunnis etc? By where they live, they go to sectarian schools based on their own religious social systems.

There are no community centers that everyone is allowed to go to and would feel comfortable attending.

Dr. E learned the importance of public schools that serve everyone. There are private schools run by Baptists that allow people from different backgrounds.

Being a missionary is illegal in the Middle East. You can teach English, work in a religious school or minister on a one-to-one basis but overt missionary work is strictly forbidden.

Most conversions happen if the person has a dream about conversion. Dreams are very powerful to them.

Worked with them a lot on Special Education needs and differentiated instruction and convince them why they should start using differentiated instruction. There seems to be a lot of reservations/bias/resistance to learning or using differentiated instruction.

Beirut Baptist school had very little accommodations for students.

Amman Baptist school had one student who was put into a lower grade level to give them help with special educational needs.

The nature of the school system over there (tests needed to be passed to enter 9th grade) is somewhat prohibitive of using a lot of differentiated instruction.

